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little man with the brow and eyes of an intellectual
. and the brutal, mobile mouth of a demagogue/' But the
danger did not lie in the mouth or in the eyes of a Radek,
but in the audience to whom he spoke. The condition
of the German worker was wretched, (in the next chapter
we shall see the full effects of this), and the Bolsheviks
promised him a new heaven and a new earth*

Bolshevik propaganda was in itself not deadly; it was
ruthless and bitter, but so are many faiths* But it was
dangerous because it flooded in just at a moment
when the old military administration slackened suddenly
and completely* The public was seized with nothing less
than a panic; it was the revenge for Brest Litovsk, bitter,
deadly, subtle; it was the old, old fight of Russian
against German, of East against West, of savagery against
" culture "; it was historic, fated, inevitable, worse
than ever* And all society coalesced and forgot their
quarrels to fight Bolshevism, not Bolshevism as we
fought it from England, with selected volunteers on the
remote Murman coast, but Bolshevism here and now, in
the streets of Berlin, and every man to the pumps*

This is indeed a strange situation; revolution only
lives by denying revolution,

It was the tragedy of Germany that her sons could not
agree together as to how much of revolution they
desired* A violent conflict of desires leads to a violent
conflict of acts* On the one side " democracy " was the
cry, on the other it was " sovietism/' As a matter of